Name:____________________________________


Proposed Water Mini Units for K-2 Level
At the K-2 level there is an emphasis on liquid water, properties of liquid water, where water is located, how/where water flows, and personal uses of water.  Learning topics include solid water and changes between solid and liquid water, but only at the macroscopic (visible/touchable) scale.  Throughout, there is an emphasis on the local area and personal connections to water.
	Proposed mini units (
	Water is Great Stuff!
	Water’s Moving
	Got Water?

	
	
	
	

	Big questions (
	What is water and how does it change?
	Where is water in our neighborhood?  In what form is that water?  How and where does water move?
	What do people use water for?  What or who else needs water?  Why do people, other animals, and plants need water?

	Michigan Benchmarks
	EH-V.2.e1 - Describe how water exists on earth in three states.

PCM-.IV.2.e1 - Describe common physical changes in matter—size,

shape; melting, freezing (K-2).
	EH-V.2.e2 - Trace the path that rain water follows after it falls.

EG-V.1.e1 - Describe major features of the earth’s surface.

EH-V.2.e3- Identify sources of water and its uses.


	EH-V.2.e3 - Identify sources of water and its uses.



	
	
	
	

	Topics addressed in units ↓
	
	
	

	Properties of water
	X
	
	

	States of water
	X (Solid and liquid)
	X
	

	Watersheds
	
	X
	

	Groundwater
	
	
	

	Engineered Systems
	
	X
	X

	Water in Atmosphere
	
	
	

	Water quality (mixtures and solutions)
	
	
	

	Water in living things
	
	
	X

	Water shapes the Earth*
	
	X
	

	Some water systems (e.g., oceans, wetlands)
	
	
	


*Shaded rows represent systems that will not be addressed in first year of mini-unit pilots.
Questions for K-2 teachers:

1. Please rank your interest in the three proposed mini units (give one unit a rank of 1, one a rank of 2, and one a rank of 3)

__Water is Great Stuff!

__Water’s Moving

__Got Water?

2. How likely do you think you’d be to use each unit in your teaching during 2006-2007?

Water is Great Stuff!

__ Definitely would not use

__ Probably would not use

__ Really can’t say whether or not I might use
__ Probably would use

__ Definitely would use

Water’s Moving

__ Definitely would not use

__ Probably would not use

__ Really can’t say whether or not I might use

__ Probably would use

__ Definitely would use

Got Water?

__ Definitely would not use

__ Probably would not use

__ Really can’t say whether or not I might use

__ Probably would use

__ Definitely would use

3. Please let us know if there are any other topics for K-2 water mini units that you would highly recommend for our consideration:

4. Do you know of any K-2 level water curriculum materials that you would recommend we look at?  Or, do you have a water unit of your own that you would be willing to share with us?
5. Thought question…  Thinking about one or several water “big ideas” at the K-2 level, how do you teach this big idea with your students?

6. Are you interested in… (Circle one for each)

a. Helping develop a K-2 level water unit this summer?  YES     NO     MAYBE
b. Reviewing a K-2 level water unit in late summer or early fall?  YES     NO     MAYBE
