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The Ecolog y of SHREK!

Directions:  Below you have 6 terms that have been defined for you.  You may use your book as a resource to help you if you do not understand the definition completely.  As you watch the movie SHREK you will observe connections between these definitions and what you see on the screen.  Use sentences to describe how the movie illustrates the term.  If you would like to draw pictures that illustrate the connections in place of writing an explanation, you may do so on a separate sheet of paper for 2 of the 6 terms. 

1. An ECOSYSTEM is group of organisms and their physical environment
· Biotic ~ living parts of the ecosystem (animals, plants, bacteria)

· Abiotic ~ non-living parts of the ecosystem (water, shelter and space necessary for life)
2. A POPULATION is a group of organisms of the same species

3. A COMMUNITY is all the plants and animals that live in an area, including many populations
· Example ~ there are different populations of dogs, cats, rats, insects, birds, and humans that live in the community of Novi.
4. A HABITAT is the place in an ecosystem where an organism (and others like it) lives and grows. 

· Example ~ Miss Parker’s habitat is Whispering Meadows subdivision in Novi
5. A NICHE is an organism’s way of life, including its relationship with the biotic and abiotic parts of their ecosystem
· Example ~ Miss Parker’s niche is that she is a teacher
6. Limiting FactorS are environmental elements that keep population size stable, or not changing.
· Examples ~ the number of seats in Miss Parker’s class limits the number of students in each block.
